Yukon Gold Rush

Background Reading Assessment

As you read the background information on the Yukon Gold Rush, use Cornell Notes to record information in order to complete the following assignment:

You are a “stampeder” trying to hit it rich in the Yukon Gold Rush.  Write a diary entry or letter home explaining your motivation for going, describing the journey to the Yukon, the difficulties you’ve faced along the way, and the experiences you’ve had in the Yukon.

Requirements:

· 2 pages, typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. font
· Diary/letter format: dated accurately 
· use examples of primary sources from background reading
· 1st person point of view
Scoring Rubric:

	Criteria:
	5
	3
	1

	Content
	Information demonstrates a thorough understanding of background reading.
	Information demonstrates an adequate understanding of background reading.
	Information demonstrates an incomplete understanding of background reading.

	Organization
	Details are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader.
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the way in which they are presented sometimes makes the writing less interesting.
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader.

	Voice

-1st person point of view
	The writer has taken the ideas and made them "his own."
	The writer seems to be drawing on knowledge, but there is some lack of ownership of the topic.
	The writer has not tried to transform the information in a personal way.

	Conventions

-Diary/letter format
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes few errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes repeated errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.


